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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM 

E A R L of Devonshire 3 &c. 

My LORD, 

I Have often entertained my thoughts in confult'wg, how I might in 
fome manner evidence the honour 1 bear to tour Lor djhip, and parti' 
cularlyupon the account of Tour conjlant affettions for the concerns 
and refutation of the Royal Society: And I can devife no better way to 
manifest this my devotion, thanby prefenting to lour Lordjhip^as I dt> 
with all humility, this my Tenth Volum of Philofbphical Tranfadtions. 

In which, and in my Ninth, (where I began my Second Century,) I have 
met with more Arguments than in fome of my former Volums , to prompt me 
tofiilicit the Advantage svfHis Majefties Kingdoms, efjieciaVy of England. And 
fince Trade is juflly reputed to be our great concern, though I cannot pretend 
to any skjU in thofe Crafts and Myjieries which bring the greateft lucre ; yet, af 
farm our Pbilofophical Vifquifitions do extend, I have not been wanting , I 
thinly, diligently to inquire after the moft hopeful Expedients of Commerce 
and Navigation by the Northern Seas to the places of the richeji 'trade ; both 
to difcover, by what mifiakgsfo many of our Worthies have hitherto been un- 
fuccesful, and to givefafer directions for future Adventures. And we are not 
without hopes of good afiijlanee herein from thofe Princes, who may have many 
opportunities of being acquainted with the Northern Seas , by the large ex- 
tent of their Dominions towards the North i and of giving-w a better account 
of the more Northernly Countries than yet we have had; which Countries 
are full of the Wonders of Nature torn , as here we have feen a fpccimen of 
them in Scheffer'/ Lapponia, and from the IJIands of Ferce , and in a brief 
touch from Iceland. 

My Lord, I am perfwaded,TourLord(hiprvill not be unwilling to hear our 
Inquiries for Commerce and Navigation , fince the Itlujtriow name of lour 
Family hath beenfo highly celebrated for Sea- Voyages , when the renowned 
Admiral Cavendifh encompajfed both the Old and New World, as far as it 
was then hjtown to be inhabited. 

Now for Agriculture, which affords all our domcjiique Commodities, it hath 
been in a continual progrefs from the beginning to this day , in the hands and 
by the ajjiftance of fome of the greateft, the wifeji, and the beft of Men. It hath 
travelled from the Eaji, through the Affyrian Monarchy, through the hands of 
Medes, Perfians, and Greeks, into Italy> and into all the nearer Neighbour- 
hood 
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hod about Vt, And it hath alwaies bad the good fortune to be there befi en' 
terttiifd, where the people were leajl rude, barbarom or favage. Nor u it the 
leaji glory of France , that by their Hortulan industry, and by aV the nobleft 
kinds of Agriculture, they abound with delicate Fruit, acquired from all the 
kftownparts of the World,and with thericheji materials for Trade for Food and 
Hayments-,with Silks and Wines; for necefiaries;fr omaments,ahd for delights.. 
We have therefore offered in tbefe Papers fame Injlrudions at Encourage- 
me nts to increafe alfo our ftore, and to advance the excellency of our inbred 
Commodities. Here we have begun to lay good and large foundations , (that 
nothing may be wanting,) to enable m to fol'ow the beji Examples. Here we 
examine, what our Soyl, by Culture, and Mixtures or C 'omficfl j ,can be made,in 
the kjndefi manner, to produce orfujiain. And we expeCi from the fame Wor- 
thy Author, in good time, tobewellinliruSied to understand, what our Climat 
will bear, either by Walls, Appendices, Solar Ovens, Marbled Stoves, for mul- 
tiplied Inflations; or, what by cooling Conservatories, Vaults, Crottsjlocks, 
Mounts, Streams, Fountains, Fount ain-boufes, or other rifrigeratory Auxi- 
liaries ; that fo the d/fering forts of Vegetables may have the moftagreeable 
entertainment , and England obtain fome reputation alfo for valuable 
Exotickf. 

Mean while , for the general benefit of Mankifld , I have not omitted to 
record the growth of Ingenuous Arts, according to the beji Intelligence which I 
have received , either from within , or from abroad. And me think/ , that 
Aftronomy, Geometry, all the Noble Mcc\uri\ck$,and eftecially Architecture, 
h.ijlen to the higbefi perfection. 

Anatome if elleem'dto have attained more in the loft Century, than from 
all the foregoing Ages. And now the Anatomeof Vegetables hath, within left 
thanfeven years, followed clofe to the heels of the heft Anatomical dfcoveries of 
Human and Animal Bodies ■■> and bath brought forth a very large and coiifide- 
rable branch of iifeful Fhilojopby. And *Z>eHiftory of Birds if mofi fairly 
enlarged with very curious and Thilofopbical remarks. And we have grounds 
io expeU jhortly from the fame Learned hands, a new Hiftory of the reji of 
Animals. Jbeje we may call Two of the faired; Volums of Natur\r Book, 
next approaching to the Syjlem of M*»') Fahrick. 

Ihm, My Lord) I have adventured to reprefent our Philofophical b:ifwe(i, 
in a brief touch, rather than to offer any line of formal Complements , that I 
may take this opportunity to hold the Works that are before us in the belt Light, 
to receive the more lujire from Tour Lordjhips Name : And withal, I humbly 
, ouceive th.i to be the only acceptable way if giving to Tour Lordjhip fme fuel) 
titbit antial fit, f aft ion, M yott mayjujily require from an engaged Votary in Fhi- 
lof-pby, and from 

My Lord, 
London, Your Lordlliips 

February 2 i.i^/S. Very humble and faithful Servant, 

Ihmj Oldenburg, S. R. S. 



